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MARINE TURTLES IN INDIA —Thete is a
burgeoning and extiemely timely increase in
tesearch activiy with Tespect to matine turtles
in India and adjacent islands. Shantharum
(1975) stated that Indian marine turtles are
very serioush thieatened with extinction™ and
exhonted the Government 1o develop rescarch
and conservation programs, Among the prin-
cipals presently imolved are:

S Dutt, Professor and Head. Department of
Mivine Sdences. Andhra University, Waltuir
Vizakhapatam 530 003,

5. Bhaskar, Field Olficer Madyas Snake
Park. Guindy Deer Park. Madras 600 022

C S Kar, Grahismatha Marine Turde Re-
serve and Conservation U nit, Satabhaya. Via
Rajmaganr. Cutack 751 995, K is « doctaral

&4 _ a
¥
Cuty
Hlnn:fr
Fig 1. India, showing pl

"radesh 1 % Tamil Nadu,

ace names relevant 1o marine turtle wenrk noted

e —

candidate under H. R Bustard Central Croc-
odile Breeding and Management Institute. 19
4-319, lake Dalc. Rajendranagar Road. Hy-
derabad 300 9264

Four species are imoled. They
proximate order of abundance. olive ridley
(Lepidochetys olizacen). green (Chelovia mydas),
haw kshill (Eretmochelys imbricata) and leather.
back (Dermoche hs coriacea) dccording o .\lun]'.)
and Menon (1976), Fhey also list Caretta caret
gigas from Sri Lanka and the Andamans, but
Bhaskar (1979) did not find it nesting on the
latter

Nesting seasons 1any dramatically even with-
in species Ridleys nest in June in the Gull of
Kutch (Bhaskar. 1958) thig 1) and from Jan.
uary 1o March on the Orissit coust (Anon 1979
and at Visakbapatoanm (Dur, 19749) "The ridicy
hatching season, February to Apiil, on the
Orissa and  \ndlna Pradesh coasts coincides
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with the peak bloow of siall hydromedusae
{Ganapati and Nagabhusanam, 1958) Leath-
erbacks nest from December (possibly Novem-
ber} through February in the Andamans and
Nicobars (Bhaskar, 1979): onc was killed at-
tempting to nest, 18 May. 1976, at Visakhapat-
nam (Duw, 1976). Greeuns hatch in January and
February in Tamil Nadu (Anon. 1978), which
implies nesting in October ov November; they
nest from December 1o February in the Anda-
mans and Nicobars (Bhaskar, 1979).

Turtle mortality has apparently escalated
with human population and regional develop-
ment All of the usual causes have been record-
ed: commercial harvest (up to 4,600 green a
season from the Gulf of Mannar: Duct, 1979);
propeller cuts (green, Gulf of Kuich: Bhaskar,
1978); trawler drownings (ridley, Gulf of
Kutch: Bhaskar, 1978); and idle, if brutal, cu-
“riosity (leatherback, Visakhapatnam: Duut,
1976). Davis and Bedi (1978) report the de-
struction of an arribada of over 100,000 ridleys
on the Orissa coast, apparently for commercial
export. Dutt {1979) points out that marine tur-
tles are rarely consumed locally and are caught
primarily to be sold. Muithy and Menon (1976}
give export figures for the 1970's to 1974, 1973
was the peak year. Nearly 2,500 kg of meat was
sold (virtually all to West Germany} and more
than 1,000 kg of shell was sold (mostly to Italy).
The 1974 figures showed a nearly 50% decline.

Some unusual causes of moriality include the
cutting off of Hippers to make shoe soles und
the destruction of entire islands (4 of 13 suit-
able for nesting) in the Gulf of Kutch (Bhaskar,
1978), by sand mining for cement factories.

Because several journals are not widely
known outside India, 1 give addresses:

Andhra University Publication Series, Mem-
oirs in Oceanography. Department of Marine
Sciences, ' Andhra Univ. Waltair. Visakhapat-
nam 530 003

CMFRI Newusletter. Central Marine Fisheries
"Research Instituie. Etnakulam Cochin 682
018.

Hamadryad, Madras Snake Park Trust,
Guindy Deer Park, Madras 600 (22,

Seafood Expoiters Journal, Seatood Export
ers Association of India. V11389, Kochangadi
Cochin 682 002.

My organization is presently planning to as-
sist Dr- Duu and others listed above in devel-
oping a research and conservation program of
a comprehensive nature, at least for the indian
east coast. All matine turtles in India are legally
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protected. Schedule 1. Wildlife Act (Anon
1979).
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