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SEA TURTLES IN THE SOUTH ANDAMAN ISLANDS

I

Areas Surveved:
1. The coasts of the ma
barring'+hose along

in island of South Andaman
the Jarawa Tribal Regerve.

ot including its esstern face,

3, The 12 small islands that form +he Labyrinth group
which lies off Wandoor, South Andamen.

4. The Twins, two islends situated approximately due
est of Wood-Mason Bay, Rutland Island.

7 October to 4 Novemebr '78.

Period of Survey:?

men+ ban in October '7T on the
killing of sea turtles and on +he collection of their eggs,
turtles were actively hunted by fishing cémmunities from
the small townships of Maymyo and Wandoof.

Prior to +he Govern

~ Wandoor became the largest "turtle depot" and butchering
center in South Andaman, Where;sea;tur+le5£kha£=thé been
‘herpoons or less freguently,
caught in nets oxr while nesting were brought and carved
up before t?ansporta+ion"to?Eor%*Blair:wheré hLe meat

fot+tched Bs.3 to Re.b per kg. Turtle eggﬁ“ﬁgreﬁconsumed

) locally and occagionally sold for 5 paise_apieqé.

Wandeoor in September '78,
. as well as adults were taken.

_ cunlly killed®for meet was (and
+o some extent still is the green turtle (Chelonia mydas ),
as was evident from the presence of 34 C. mydas skulls at

a year after the ban. Juveniles
The skull width ranged from

g¥2 +o0 13 cms and averaged 1172 cms. o
- .

The turtle species u

estimate of +he catch vefore choﬁep "7 range

. .Logcal
from 5 +o 20 *+urtles during Fishing days, +he number of
ffthe soukh~-

which is curtailed mainly by the prevalence ©
Pishermen of Bengali origin who are

wesh nonsoo.

n +he use of ssils and. adept at
wielding harpoons stat+e +hat *he heaviest nes+ing occurs
during August but do not state the species. involved. &t
leask 3 other species occur in the Andaman- sea ‘=ythe hawksbill
(Brotmochelys imbricata),Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea
and +he Lea+herback (Uermochelys coriacea)s -

reputedly experienced i

Howksbille in South “ndamen nest well into Octadbel
(at least )- 23 sets of fresh hawksbill.trackg-were found
on the Twins, known locally as Kachua{Tikerif(ﬁtur+le island")
The Twins were the most remote of the areas gurveyed but even Sy
so fishermen occasionally undertale the 3 4o 7 hour journey
from Wandcor and other coastal hamlets expressly in
order +o collect turtles and their eggs. DHvidence of +his
was +he presence of a stripped carcass of a green on the

Eastern Twin disland and many turtle esg shells strewn
nearbye.

FPighermen hesitate to
waters around the twins.

sandy besach on Rutland Isl :
Tyins, both sets of green +urtle tracks wvisible had been

made by a turtle lacking +he lef+t fore-fli per-in all
1iklihood %he result of’a shark attacks, The time elapsed
between the laying of - Y *wo clutchesprobably -
representdd é?riy_'f” Ting interval for + e Jfurtle, £y
TR L S
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use nets in the shrak infested
On a broad, k;lometer-long
and direc+ly opposite the
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r'ugﬁly a_fdrtnight._JAnothgr green nest Sigéﬂﬁigible_nearby
i with' tracks obliterated may have been excavated.during

b .
aietill earlier nesting venture by the same turtle- if. so,

. she must have first come ashore to nest about mid-September.
This‘evidence is of courss +o0 meagre tO delineate the

green's nesting season in the Andamans. _ .
Alsc on. the sane beach was a -fresh hawksbill nes+ and

5--leatherback egg shells scattered over a 75 meter front.

Of +hese 5, 2 were intact and unbroken and though discolored

and dessicated, retained their roughly spherical shape thus

facilitating a rough measurement of the dismeters. One of

+hese contained +the ramins of a hatchlings'carapace. That

+he o+her did mno* make i+ likely +hat +the eggs came, from

different clutches (75 mte of sand carpeted by. sparse

vegetation and separating +he two eggs reinforces :this

possibility). The two intacd eggs exclude predation by

man or predator and ' the likely explanation Hor their

pfegehce onn the sand surface ig +that they_wereuuproohed

inadvertantly by another mesting +ur+le of +he same -OT

another sgecies. If correct, these preseumptions lead

one to the exciting possibility +ha+ +he beach was, sometimes

during +he past few months, a reasonably heavily nested area

used probably by leatherbacks, becauss these large *urtles

dig deeper body pits and egg chambers than other species do

and are therefore more likely to accidentally excavate other

nasts. Though suitable as 2 1egtherbeck nes+ing beach (being

gsandy and remocte +hisa beach lies immediately south of wood-masorr

Bay offered no other signs of digging actitity by leather~

backs; but the excavations could have been obliterated

during +heé soutkh-west monsoon (+he beach faces,west). About

5 kms away were twWo leatherback nest sites exvavated about

5 months earlier, ie in July ow August, on a little disturbed

beach on Rukland's Southern coast.

About midway between the beaches mentioned were 6 sets of
fresh hawksbill tracks on a 1 km wide front. This harrow
beach is remote and fringed by +tall pandanuis, Thexre was
. evidence of 5 nests. 0f these, three had lately been robbed

by monitox lizards (y}SalvafggS. Unlike dogs and Jackals,
monitors leave behind few if any egg shells. I surprised .

a 2V2 £+ moni+or as i* rested on & +urtle nesth af+ter eating

all +he eggs. LIt was sluggish in making its getaway after

+he heavy meal. There were abundan+ moni+or tracks ox
Rutland's beaches and on +he larger s;slands of the Labyrinth
group, especially on Marmugli znd Redskin, where nesting occurs

as also on Boat+ Iaslznd.

#ild pigs inhabit Rutland Is. bu+ ne evidence of

predp*ion by them on furtle eggs was found. The rele+ively N

heavy nes+ing on +he Twins is at least partly attributable

+ 6 +he absence of monitors there.
r

Sea +uxr+le nes+ing alsoc occurs on about 20 small,
strewn coves on the rocky eastern coast of
South 4ndaman island from Shoal Bay to Burmanalleh,  but
the density of nesting is low, at least during +he survey
period. & Lepiodchelyvs nest was found in late Qctober on
= narrow fandy cove 1/2 km north of Madhuban . ere was
also a fresh kidley nest site and *+wo oidexr nes* sites
about 272 kms north of Madhuban. One of these had been
“prided By humans. Phe reported penalties foxr possession
of turtle eggs (ﬂs,5£m per kg) and for the killing of
tur+tles (Es.50/-) will seryr“qs_g%ﬁsctiv’ deterrants if '
thp"tur+le protection laws ¢ T~ T nég"gigidly.
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”éfjégés}Egg size, mm . Range in egg size,mm
' i (Mexs- dimension ‘ :
‘6btainable )

34.3 (avg.of 8 eggs) 33.0-37.8

'36.6(ave.of 4eggé) 36.2-36,9
41.8(avg;-of 2 eggs) 41 .4-42 .1

50 (avg. of Z2dried 49—51(dried eggs )
| ’ eggs) .

=

. "The dboveé data refers to turtles in South Andaman. Data
relating ' +to the ‘green and Ridley turtles ere each from a
single*nest;“thefhawksbill fig res are averege wvalues from
4 elutches.” The: lsatherback egg diameter is the average
of 2 dry. but intact eges found on = Ratland beach. This is
the first definitive evidence of leatherbacks nesting in

the Andamans. i
The representative figures suzgest trends to aid in

distingishing between eggs of the four species. The overlap

in egg msize of +the hawlkebill and Ridley eggs prevent size zslone

being a criterion for distinguishing between egegs of the +two

species. Clutch size may overlap between mny two of +he species

+and is +herefore even less distinctive, '
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