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(5. Bhaskar undertook a 6 week survey in Jun '"T8 of sca
turtles in the Gulf of Eutch on Beh:21f of Madras wnake Park
Surveys. His account follows).

roTES FROM I8E GULF UF KUTCH
‘HOIES FROMH

The wulf of Xutch, beccuse of its bproximity to the P-kistan
porder and to sumu rling hnvens in the middle-east, is 2 sensit-
ive area. (sec map) Sea turtles, oblivious to border disputes
and to man's shadier activities, cruise +iae shallow waters of
+he Guld as they have done for ages -- reproducing their kind,
1iving off the abundant flora and fauna of the corsl reefs, =and
f£illing their niche in the ecosystem of the sea, which man has
only recently (ae tiwe scales zo) begun to upset.

fhe big dead Green turtle {Chelonia mxd@s) which l-y washed
ashore among tangled mangrove roots in +he Rozi eswamp off
Jamegar was a rcauinder of our disturbing iupoct on sea resources.,
Fully four feet in length, the sea turtle had » dzep gash on its
neck, inflicted, in 2ll probability, by the propeller of one of
the many fishing or naval c¢raft that ply in the Gulf waters.
O0f grezter statistical gisnificance is the drowning of sen
turtles in trawl ncts. & decd Olive Liidley (Lepidochelvs
olivacea) lacking superficial wounds thnt fetched up on +h:
coast near Okha tadhi could hive succumbed in thie WaY e

The Olive nidleys and the uYrecn turtle mre the only species
of sea turtles wh.ch are comon, and nost, in the Gulf of Kutch,
The Icatherback (Loymochelvs corisces) is rumoured to be
sizhted occasionally but evidence as to its occurcnce was
unobtainable.

he continued survival of these *two species in the Gulf of
Kutch is threcatened by coamnercianl interests, which fall into +two
categories: 1. fhe syste -tic collection, primarily by fighexr-
men of the Wagri community, of the few sea turtle nests +hat
escape predation by jackals and wild boar. The egas are
apparently sold in Okha, iityapur :nd Dwarka at 25 paise each.
2. The large scale mining of beach s=nd (on which sea turtlies
nest) by cement couprnies. Ssnd mining hes, in many instances,
cxposed teunderlying water~log ed silt, making it impossible
for turtles to mncst. Isl nds such zs deda, Mursada, <«indcda
end Chinchad, which had five fcet hi.h s»>nd duncs a decade aro,
have today b -en rcduced +o sca level. '

Of two inhabited And about thirteen uninhebited ‘slands ~nd
islets in tie Gulf of &“utch, si. nificant n:sting by sea turtles
oceurs only orn haidar island which is uninhibited and,
predictably, is the lezxst casily accessible (+o fishermen) of
those islinds possessing sandy beaches. Vissted only occasion-
ally by snilboat fishermen from the mainlnd, the +wo mile lo-g
S2nd - beach on shaidar offcrs a 1 rgely undisturbed nzet+ting site
for Ridleys :na Ureens. On each of tae successive nights I spent
on the islsend, three uidleys come ashore with intent to nest.
Three clutches were =ctually 1-id, all on 15 Junc.

N-ne of tihe Creen turtle nesting pits on the island (at
lesst 29 weare discernible) were fresh; but fishormen who had
12id nets acro s 3 tidal crceo 2t the night high tide on +the
16th captured three adult Ureens, 21l females. 4all these were
relensed unhermed, as turtle meat is rarely consumed in the
area. Occasionally & turtle thus caught may hove its flippers
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hacked off to be converted into rough shoes. These flipper-
hide shoes are worn by fishermen ng protection against
sharp coral and coral rublle. liuch of +the latter is
invisible, buried under knce~deep silt.

UGreens cnd widleys olso nest on *he 4" mile long sandy
coist between Okha znd Okha Fapdhi. It is very likely that
they nest cven further south, poesibly along +the entire
western ani couthern co. ste of Saurashtra. Turtles are
visible from the 30ft hi h sand dunes on the corst near
Gorinja, south of bwarka. From any vantssge point here,

I could intermittently s:e 2 to 5 turtles at around high
ticde -8 they broke the eurfrcec for ajir. The date was |
22nd June, 12 days after the onset of "7€'s early south-west
mongoon.

The wanton cxploi%ation of mangroves, which are vital
for t e recelamation ~nd stabilization of cozost=l lands,
continues. iwmngrove steus, used for firewood, are
illegally chopped down by fish.rmen >nd ssnéd miners. This
contributes to the stunted apperrance of the mangroves:
rarely do they attain +theo bei ht of a man. Herds of
domestic cauels arc driven into the sangrove swamps to fecd
on the foliige - and even, cnto ncarby isl nds like
£:rumbhar at low tide: (their two wmonth stay on the isl:nd
ends wicn the round wotzsr, fresh following +he rains,
becomes brrckish).

Hacked-offi wangrove ste s cre also 1nid, carpet fuoshion,
on water-lojged beaches, They serve as protzetion against -
the miring down of lorrics engaged in transporting mined
sand to the barges that =rs deliberrtely stronded immediately
offshore by the receding +tide.

On 15 June, I found + .e carcasss of on adult sale dugong
as it lay decomposing on the boach on Bhaidar islsné. A
large portion of its ch-:s* was missing, as 2lso its tail
fluke, flivpers md dental arriy. oShark otteck scemed
indicated, o ousr knowled.e, the 1 st authenticated reports
of dugong in ‘'he Wulf of Kuteh d-+c bick to 1959, In that
year, o dend gpecimen wos found off rhe Koelyan lighthouse
on 17 July :nd a live onc captured on 30 July in the same
srea (Meni, 1960). The dugong on Bhaidar appezred to
have died carly June.

For the snorkellexr -nd scuba diver, October—-February
would bc the bestperiod *o visit the Wulf of sutch islands,
when the murky silt-laden nongoon scas are calm and clear.

Satish Bh: skaor
Field Officer
HMadras bnale Fark
Guindy dcer Park
Figdras-60" Q22
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