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EgezzrlNgli Rookery of Turtles in Orissa Discovered

o BEO- .~ A rookory of sea turtles, believed %o be the
o tWiggm St dn the vorld, has been discovered at Bhitsr Xaniks in Cuttack
lighted oi Hetrict in Orissa.

in Tanil)dRollowing the diccovery, the Orissa government has submitted a
% ?rogn%i% pheno to the Centre for the conservation of the valuable reptiles at

pitar Kanika and Astarang, along the sea-shore and the Chilks TLake,
i@ 8pecics can bec a source of earning foreign exchange for the state,
peording to Dr H R Bustard, FAO consultant %o the crocodile consevation
pogranue in India, the discovery was made in 1974, while he was
Hg a countrywide survey of crocodilians,

Bustard told Samachar that he had identified the species as the
goific or Olive Ridley (Iepidochelys olivaces).
B8 year, he said, research had started ang during a threce
p February l58,l7l_nesting female turtles were marked,

Bustard said until the work started this year, 1.5 to two million

gES Werc taken to Calcutta annually under license for human
psumption and export,
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; i?:g age\nw follow1pg Dr Bustard's acvice, the Orissa government hagd

8 oae 1it--wp%etely gan%ea bailness in turtle eggs and specilal arrangements
Rl ReReeI ade to protect the cggs and nesting fomales (Samaches
sec, Rajaildth, 177). &g g fema (Samachar, Nov.
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| eiﬁ aght;‘ppC;:tO{Y Ihe turtle crossed the road b slowly crawling with its
;: onogar | e séqéltﬂda-ﬁlew to re-entering the sea. An iron rod was fixdd |

=== and 1t was tied to it wi : 1}
9,98 o . ed to it with a rope (The Finadu, May 20th, '76), |
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: came.alol'up Ogo L, Aug. 7.- Seven persons, including six children in the age
,cuiryl?go:qn}mreelght months tq scven years, died at Manapad, about 75 kms
gt w§he€ oo, énafter]conium1ng turtle meat. Tiruchendur police told

RELEC Tunk telephone this evening that more than S
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3 at on Aug. 3rd. They developed some symot §

B U--C at ) . - The; \ p some symntoms of

Es h2§9.yerg admitted to Udankudi, Tuticorin, Manapad and various
Plitals nearby (The Hindu, &%h August, '77). '
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